An old Royal Cemetery at Pekan in Pahang. 
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The plates to this paper are from photographs of the “Makam | 
Chondong” at Pekan which lies at no great distance from the Istana 
of His Highness the Tungku Besar. The name “ Makam Chon- 
dong” should in strictness mean the graves with a leaning shrine 
over them and it is very probable that the graves were once roofed 
in and that the building over them fell into decay and became out of 
the perpendicular. No trace however of such a building is to be 
seen. The local explanation of the name is that the surround- 
ing trees all ‘‘ chondong” to the “ makam’’ doing obeisance to it. 

The graves are on a platform of earth about 50 feet square, 
three or four feet high, and surrounded by a shallow diteh.. On 
one side is a large hollow from which the earth to make the mound 
was perhaps obtained. It appears probable that the sides of the 
platform were once vertical and faced with bricks. A number of 
these bricks are still to be seen; they are really flat tiles measuring 
ten inches by five by two and a half.. All the graves are on the 
Northern side of the platform, the rest is unoccupied. 

His Highness the Tungku Besar informs me that he has a 
distinc recollection of visiting this cemetery about twenty years 
ago and finding on one of the stones the name Mahmud” in gold 
letters. His Highness says that he took particular care to turn the 
stone over with the inscription downwards. The inscription has 
however disappeared and an examination of the photographs will | 
show that the names on all the stones have been chipped away, 
doubtless to obtain the gold used to make them. 

I am told that about twenty or thirty years ago a herd of wild 
elephants did a good deal of damage to the graves.. Mr. J. Bi. 
Scrivenor the Federal Geologist to whom I submitted a fragment 
from one of. the stones said that it was a fine grained sandstone 
of no particular interest. 

It will be seen that two of the large graves are male and one 
female. To the west of them and only shown in the small scale 
photograph is a grave with two plain stones; it is probably 
a female grave. In the centre of the platform are the fragments of 
two large grave stones similar to those shown in the larger scale 
photographs. It is probably on one of these that the name Mah- 
mud was found. - Alongside them is an unimportant female grave. 
My suggestion that the most important person would be buried in 
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the centre was negatived by a native authority who objected that in 
that case the subsequent and less important persons buried here 
would have their feet on his head. Difficulties of this nature have 
not however troubled the present royal family whose graves at 
Kampong Marhom near Kuala Pahang have no particular order or 
arrangement. 

I believe that a careful examination of the undamaged —— 
of tha stones might lead to the detection of other names. I how- 
ever failed to read any and no one whom I consulted had been 
more successful. 

The only other clue to the indentity of the occupants of these 
graves is a tradition of doubtful value that in the large female 
grave is buried one Che Puan Layang who is herself nothing but a 
name. I could hear of no other traditions. 

It is certain that Sultan Mahmud was one of the early rulers 
of Pahang. He is mentioned in the Séjarah Malayu, where it is 
said that the Sultan Mahmud who lost Malacca to the Portuguese 
married his daughter, and he is also mentioned in the Bustanu- 
s-salatin’ list of Pahang rajas as being the son of the first raja 
Sultan Muhammad Shah and himself the fifth ruler. His posthum- 
ous title is given as Marhom di-hilir, 7.¢., the late ruler down- 
river. If one of the graves is really his, its date would be about the 
beginning of the 16th century. 

There are at least two other old cemeteries at Pekan. The 
‘““Makam Nibong” which lies within a few hundred yards of the 
‘““Makam Chondong” is also on a platform. There are on this 

a nuuber of graves but all appear to be female. On one is a clear 
inscription in Arabic. It is carved however in a lapidary’s style 
which battles the few persons in Pekan who claim to read Arabic. 
I could hear no traditions as to the date of these graves or as to 
their occupants. 

Another well known grave is that called Ziarat Raja Raden. 
It is near the river bank within the Sultan’s reserved area and not 


_far from the Makam Chondong and Makam Nibong. The grave 


stones are of similar type to those of Raja Fatimah a description of 
which has already been published in this Journal. An inscription 
in Arabic which has been read for me consists of praises of God, and 
a difficult specimen of Arabic writing at the foot of one of the 
stones was recently determined to contain the name Abdulialil. A 
local Malay student of history decided that the grave must be that 
of Sultan Abduljalil of Johore who succeeded the mad Sultan 
Mahmud Shah IT of Johore (Mangkat dijulang) in about 1700 and 
was himself known as Marhom Kuala Pahang. (see Wilkinson’s 
History pamphlet pp: 53-55). This however is pure guess-work ; 
there is no local tradition on the subject. It may be noted that 
Raja Raden is the name given by Godinho d’Erédia to Sultan 
Alaedin Riayat Shah III of Johore, the Sultan who died at Acheen 
in about 1615. It is therefore a possible popular name for a ruler. 
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